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‘What You Need
To Know About

Dental

Implants



What Are Dental Implants ?

Dental implants are a way to replace one or more
missing teeth. They are also a way to reduce or
climinate many worries that dentures and bridges may
cause. Dental implants are made
. of titanium and consist of two
parts. The first part replaces
the tooth root. Placement of
this root portion requires a
surgical procedure and is
placed in the jawbone, as a
tooth would be. Over a few weeks, your bone will grow
around and anchor the implant. This bone growth
occurs without discomfort.
The second part of the
implant is an abutment,
which is anchored to the
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attach the abutment.

top of the root portion.
Occasionally, a minor
second surgical procedure
may be necessary, to
uncover the top of the
implant root in order to

Dr. Parmley does the surgical procedures with conscious
sedation and local anesthesia. After the abutment is
placed, your dentist will have a replacement tooth
fabricated and placed over
the abutment. These
VY procedures, from
’ 4 implant placement to
placing of the tooth
crown, usually take
eight to twelve weeks to
complete. Sometimes,
bone grafting is necessary
before placing the implants.
This may take an additional four to six months. This
investment of your time will give you the closest thing
possible to your original tooth.

Who Are Implants For?

If you can undergo a normal tooth extraction, you may be

a candidate for dental implants. There is little or no
discomfort with the healing process after implant placement.
Before placing implants, a periodontal evaluation is
necessary to determine if the bone and gums are healthy.
Dental films are necessary to decide if sufficient bone is
available. Bone grafting may allow placement of implants in
areas of poor or insufficient bone. Along with healthy bone,
healthy gums are also important for successful implants.

Why Choose Dental Implants?

Many benefits come from choosing dental implants for
tooth replacement or for anchoring a denture. A single
implant may be used to fill an empty space, to replace a
tooth or to mount a fixed bridge.

Implants may be used to replace missing teeth. The implant
is very much like having your own tooth back. When a
tooth is lost, your bone begins to shrink. Immediate
replacement of a missing tooth with an implant will help
preserve your jawbone. Dental implants help you reverse
the destruction of your mouth that occurs with tooth loss.
If possible, an implant should be placed at the time of
removal of the tooth. This will allow for the preservation

of the most bone.

The implant can be used in place of a bridge. A bridge uses
two healthy teeth on either side of the replacement tooth.
An implant uses your bone for support without

having to destroy healthy tooth structure on the neighboring
teeth. Dental implants give you back the appearance,
comfort and function of natural teeth.

Implants may be used to secure your dentures by using a bar
or other attachment that snaps into the underside of your
dentures. This can prevent embarrassing slippage. Also,
implants may completely replace your plates. Either of these
options can help you to eat your favorite foods, speak clearer
again and regain overall confidence.
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